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EVENT CONTACT:  Sarah Rooks, 231/329-4361  sarahr@watermarkcenter.com 
MODERNCINÉ presents SCAREFEST 2009
featuring the US PREMIERE of JACK KETCHUM’S “OFFSPRING” 
MUSKEGON, MI – July 21, 2009 – This Halloween veteran Scare-masters, MODERNCINÉ Director/Producer Andrew van den Houten and award winning horror author Jack Ketchum usher in Halloween in terrifying style. Getting in the spirit of things - VIP Scare-master, composer Ryan Shore joins the Scarefest 2009 line up. MODERNCINÉ’s SCAREFEST 2009 is a frightening day-long Halloween experience showcasing the MODERNCINÉ films: “Headspace”, “The Girl Next Door”, “Home Movie” and the US premiere of the latest MODERNCINÉ feature, Jack Ketchum’s “Offspring”. In between screenings socialize in our fear garden with a chilled beer. Q&A sessions with Andrew van den Houten, Jack Ketchum and Ryan Shore - times TBA closer to the date. Filmed primarily in Muskegon, MI – Jack Ketchum’s “Offspring” was one of the first productions to take advantage of the state’s Film Tax Incentives. 
Date: Saturday, October 31, 2009 – Halloween! 
Location: The Harbor Theater, 1937 Lakeshore Drive, Muskegon, MI 49441
Times: “Headspace” – Noon, “The Girl Next Door” – 2pm, “Home Movie” – 4pm, The US Premier of Jack Ketchum’s “Offspring” 8:30pm

Tickets: $7 per movie, $10 for the “Offspring” premiere, $30 day pass providing admission to all MODERNCINÉ Features and the “Offspring” premier. (The $30 day pass includes a DVD of MODERNCINÉ’s first feature “Headspace”) 
Tickets are available at the door or in advance through the Harbor Theater 231-457-4274.
MODERNCINÉ is dedicated to making high-quality films by telling stories that are edgy and groundbreaking. The only limit we place on ourselves is to avoid clichés and complacency in favor of original ideas and memorable performances. We strive to maintain a profit-driven business by entertaining both domestic and international audiences. www.moderncine.com 

Andrew van den Houten began his career in front of the camera as a child actor, performing in commercials in his native New York City. While still in his teens, he hosted a pilot for Nickelodeon and was a familiar face on the stand-up comedy circuit in New York City. A film graduate of Boston's Emerson College, he marked his freshman year by producing and co-starring in the independent feature film "Alma Mater", a recipient of the Audience Award at the 2002 Austin Film Festival. Andrew founded MODERNCINÉ during his junior year of college. He has always envisioned the company as an ideal vehicle for showcasing both his own creativity and that of his colleagues. MODERNCINÉ's first film production, "Inherent Darkness and Enlightenment", was also the first at Emerson to be completed on a 35mm print. Andrew served as writer, producer and director. 
After graduation, Andrew returned to New York where he produced and directed a number of award-winning short films in addition to a variety of different television commercials. In 2005, he directed "Headspace", MODERNCINÉ's first full-length feature, an official selection of the Brussels International Fantasy Film Festival, a multiple award-winner at the New York City Horror Film Festival, and winner of the Best Monster Movie award at the World Horror Convention in San Francisco. "Headspace" is available nationwide on DVD at all major retailers and recently played in heavy rotation on the Showtime Channel and Starz/Encore.

Currently, Andrew and his producing partner William M. Miller, have had their film "Jack Ketchum's The Girl Next Door" released on DVD, available at all major retailers in the U.S. and internationally. The film is based on the best-selling novel by Jack Ketchum, The Girl Next Door. In 2009 Andrew is premiering "Offspring", a film he directed and produced with Miller, based on another Jack Ketchum novel by the same name. Andrew with Miller, through MODERNCINÉ, have also produced two other films coming out in 2009: "Made For Each Other", starring Christopher Masterson and Bijou Phillips, also starring Danny Masterson, Lauren German, and Samm Levine with George Segal and Patrick Warburton, and "Home Movie" starring Adrian Pasdar ("Heroes") and Cady McClain, written and directed by Christopher Denham.

Jack Ketchum is the pseudonym for a former actor, singer, teacher, literary agent, lumber salesman, and soda jerk -- a former flower child and baby boomer who figures that in 1956 Elvis, dinosaurs and horror probably saved his life. His first novel, Off Season, prompted the Village Voice to publicly scold its publisher in print for publishing violent pornography. He personally disagrees but is perfectly happy to let you decide for yourself. His short story The Box won a 1994 Bram Stoker Award from the HWA, his story Gone won again in 2000 -- and in 2003 he won Stokers for both best collection for Peaceable Kingdom and best long fiction for Closing Time. He has written eleven novels, arguably twelve, four of which have been filmed -- The Lost, The Girl Next Door, Red, and Offspring. His stories are collected in The Exit At Toledo Blade Boulevard, Broken on the Wheel of Sex, Peaceable Kingdom, Sleep Disorder (with Edward Lee), and Closing Time and Other Stories. His novella The Crossings was cited by Stephen King in his speech at the 2003 National Book Awards. www.jackketchum.net 
Ryan Shore: Scare-master composer Ryan Shore has penned the scores for horror movies including THE GIRL NEXT DOOR, OFFSPRING, HEADSPACE, HOME MOVIE, JACK BROOKS: MONSTER SLAYER, SHADOWS, and the upcoming CABIN FEVER 2. Ryan's other scores include PRIME, LOWER LEARNING, NUMB, HARVARD MAN, VULGAR, and the upcoming STAN HELSING. www.ryanshore.com 
The Harbor Theater: The Harbor Theater is a non-profit, art house theater www.theharbortheater.com 
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	OFFSPRING (2009)
Directed By: Andrew van den Houten Written By: Jack Ketchum
Survivors of a feral flesh-eating clan are chowing their way through the locals. Amy Halbard and Claire Carey strive to survive their abduction by the cannibals and save their children. A subplot involving Claire's despicable husband, Steven, gives an opportunity to cleverly compare predatory civilized folk to the appetite-driven primitives.

Starring: Art Hindle, Pollyanna McIntosh, Ahna Tessler, Amy Hargreaves, Erick Kastel, Andrew Elvis Miller, Spencer List, Tommy Nelson, Jessica Butler, Rachel White
Produced By: Andrew van den Houten, William M. Miller
Original Music Compsed By: Ryan Shore
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	HOME MOVIE (2008) 
Directed By: Christopher Denham Written By: Christopher Denham
Documents one family's descent into darkness, using a compilation of found home-made footage. In the remote woods of upstate New York, the Poe Family lives a Norman Rockwell life. Perfect house. Perfect marriage. If only the children stopped stapling frogs to trees. Something is very wrong with ten-year old twins, Jack and Emily Poe. And, to stop them, their parents must enter the nightmare of their minds. The only question is: who will survive the night?

Starring: Adrian Pasdar, Cady McClain, Amber Joy Williams, Austin Williams
Produced By: Andrew van den Houten, William M. Miller
Original Music Compsed By: Ryan Shore
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	JACK KETCHUM'S THE GIRL NEXT DOOR (2007)
Directed By: Gregory Wilson Written By: Daniel Farrands, Philip Nutman
Novel By: Jack Ketchum
Inspired by true events, this thriller set in 1958 follows the harrowing story of two adolescent girls (Blythe Auffarth, Madeline Taylor), who upon losing their parents in an accident are sent to live with their Aunt Ruth (Blanche Baker), a sadistic psychopath. Unbeknownst to the residents of the small New Jersey suburb, the girls endure unthinkable punishment at the hands of their aunt and three cousins.

Starring: Blythe Auffarth, Daniel Manche, Blanche Baker, Graham Patrick Martin, William Atherton, Benjamin Ross Kaplan, Austin Williams
Produced By: William M. Miller, Andrew van den Houten
Original Music Compsed By: Ryan Shore
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	HEADSPACE (2006) 
Directed By: Andrew van den Houten Written By: Steve Klausner, William M. Miller
Alex Borden (Christopher Denham) has everything going for him: good looks, charm and smarts. But soon after he meets Harry, a mysterious chess expert and a thoroughly bad influence, Alex's mental powers inexplicably begin to grow and horrible visions haunt his dreams. It's not long before people in town begin disappearing, forcing Alex to confront the dark urges and violent repressed memories invading his subconscious.

Starring: Christopher Denham, Olivia Hussey, William Atherton, Sean Young, Mark Margolis, Larry Fessenden, Dee Wallace, Udo Kier


